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| altoid a revelation to be poſſible, is the fate 
| _ man actually requir 5 


prejudices, ſuperſtition, vicious cuſtoms, 


1 


iich reception * all orders of men, n 


ws 5 never have happened, if ther thing itſelf 
vas not probable and credible,) they therefore 
made it the true, or pretended foundation of all 
law and government whatſoever. I only tay 
this to prove that revelation is e eco 
cilable to the common principl 8 


of reaſon ; 


As for Chriſtian revelation, tis ſo . 
juſtice and goodneſs of God, and ſo conſiſtent 


with the wants, and natural expectations of 
men, that nothing, (of thoſe things that depend 
0 _ moral Corey can | poſlibly be more 1 
r eat. e eee eee 


Iwill add further, . as ke truth of thing 


it. V 


The doubts, the ainties, che e 


rious diſſ putations, which we ſee: amongſt the 
great maſters of wit and reaſon/in/Remerand' 4. 
 thens themſelves, plainly ſhow-us that the moſt 
enlightened: ; 


Mtients. could perform bur little, 
I will ſay nothing of 8 inattenti 


ance, and corruption of the vulgar. 


will only obſerve, that the Philoſophers, them- 
ſelves were ignorant of many great and i impor- . 
tant points. They hardly deduced any truth 

” thin fear eee ; Many things they ; 


explained falſly, or placed on a wrong 
tion; None of them had courage, — of them 


had not benevolence enough to reform man- 
kind, and embrace the dangers conſequent 
; thereon, | __ 8 which Was an inſuper able | 


* 5 4 O Sig 5 75 8 We 2 p 
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diffi * E 


ood- nature 1- Chriſtiad ak iy ds | 
Alalogurs of * and the laſt diſoourſe of S 


crates, and 1 am convineed he will be moſt ten- 


L mord on. the. 


derly — — affected, to ſee ſuch miſ giv. 
ties _ miſtakes 1 ma ſincere ear- 


er ee as 


. —. 5 — Aber nber; ee e of 
them) hail inclinations tb ſeek for truth, and 

abilitits/to find it equal to ours. 
fare whence this difi-rence ariſes, 
inference your ſelves. I might ſay a great deal 


ithere- 


as the 


preſent: argument, but as moſt 
writers bare E Haudind it; ſhall only obſerve 


by the way, That when perſons educated in the 


Chriftian faith, make ee rere . 


ricks upon the Lam vf Nature; and at the 
dine ſpeak, very caldly, and negligedtly about 
Tis much to be feared, 
v improves and enforces 
the Other,). that they only honour the form 
and have always a fecret ill- will to the 
latter. Ir 55 not for our turn, (ay they do chem. 
| feives, like the licentious men in the book of 
Mum: i it re contrary to our dung: ue ti 


the Bei of the G 
(fince che One ce 


pretence, 


Made to re 


Ch: 22: 12. 14. 
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great and aſſured i 


man in aſtate of nature, .could not poſſibiy form 
to himſelf any moral aſſurance, that God om 
vouchſafe to pardon 


But here 1 think they have loſt ground by en- 


certainly aſſures us that 
3 en after due repentance: and ſub- 


: # +43 


TI's leavours, in a 
25 Poſſibie, (though with; 1 Fropercak di 


as much 


tion informs us hetter upon theſe heads, 


; ſo far likewiſe it better ade * mare exactly 


10 Laer divine perfection. 


In proportion as we have clearer notions of 
5 the Deity, we have l. ikewlle- ern 2of 
our own relative State: As allo of N 


r de EPravation, and. Our means f 
0 Repentance; ſtr i&ly- ſpeak 


| ing, is 3 natural duty; and though men had 

| pes of mercy and fayour abs - 
ter ſincere ſubmiſſion and returning to . . | 

till (trill che fulneſs: of revelation took 
they knew not certainly their real ſtate bs 
dition here; they knew not. the true ſource —4 
reaſon of human degeneracy; and conſequently, 

| they: knew not the means of being reſtored, * 
the terms of reconciliation. 3 


Sou indeed haye attempted to prove, -chas © 


fin, even after repentance. 


deavouring. to puſh the victory too far. :Reaſor 
God will forgive a frail 


on Sraciouſſy Fog proceeds 


much 


proportion) to refemble the 1 and good · 
. of the ſupreme Being; So far therefore as 
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1 wht C . . . FR 
wuck farther: It points our the yery method 
| whereby God has brought about this reconeili- | # 


ation, (matter of new 1ncitement to devotion, 


of new obligation, and thankfulneſs:) It like 


wiſe tells us that God will not only pardon ſin, 


(which queſtionleſs is al in ſtrict juſtice he is 
but that he will likewiſe confer 


* 


upon us immortality. eh 


This doubtleſs is his meer voluntary gift and 


title and claim to, even though we were uner- 


fring and ſinleſs creatures. Repentance, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, is not at all matter of merit, but mat- 


ter of duty; It is what a reaſonable creature is 

obliged by the nature of reaſon to perform. 
And therefore if God, of his ſuperabundant infi- 
nite goodneſs, is pleaſed to beftow immortality 


upon us inſtead of bare forgiveneſe, certainly we 


ought to expreſs all the gratitude, thankfulneſs, 
and obedience that can be conceived. Our 
merit and goodneſs according to what reaſon 
and revealed religion tell us, can in no ſenſe 
extend to him, Pſ. 16. 2. Gen. 32. 10. 2 Cor. 3. 7. 
a man cannot profit by Maker ; Job. 22. 2. Were 


we to bear him the ſtrongeſt and moſt grateful 


affection that can be thought of, yet This at beſt 


is nothing more than ſtrict duty and juſtice : Ve 
can only love him, becauſe be firſt loved us \---There- 


fore upon the whole, Immortality is matter of 
meer free bounty and mercy: and of courſe 
cannot poſſibly be diſcovered otherwiſe, than by 
the gracious promiſe and declaration of the 
Giver. He alone expreſsly aſſures us, that to 
him who overcometh in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall be given 
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iſe :of God. Rev. 2. 7. Ch. 22. a, 4. | 


1 Revelation likewiſe has given the higheſt] *Y 


provement to morality that can be conceived, 


by adding the external Sanftions of hope and fear, 


and urging them upon mens minds ME 8 
ordinary ſtrength and cogency. . 
Theſe - Santtions in any light give us a high 


: idea of God's affection towards us: Either if we 
look upon hem as expreſs commentaries in ſo many 
words, upon what was before implied in the 


nature of things: Or if we eonſider them, as 
ſubſidiary mozzves to virtue, built upon the 


_ Paſſions, in order to quicken reaſon to embrace 


happineſs and ſalvation. Every way, they giye 
weight and authority to God's laws, vigour 
and activity to mans obedience, and in ſhort 


are the main arguments and vital principle od 


the Goſpel. . 

The ads, of Chriſtiahity in particular, 
nctmichflandiog what ſome affected moraliſts may 
ſay, are moſt juſtly and happily calculated by 
the great judge and knower of the heart. Tho 


they apply themſelves to the paſſions, yet chey do 
not derogate in any manner from the powers 


and force of human reaſon: but rather, at leaſt 
if we judge from effects, add to it, and awaken 
it. Being eſſential to virtue, or natural conſe- 
quences from virtue, they imply no ſelfiſi mer- 
2 temper in the perſon to whom they are 

opoſed; and as to the far greater part of 
Ty (which does not pretend to a conſtant 


diſpaſſionate right judgment on all occafions 


pod 6 they are doubtleſs the great 


are the more. sx Le | qr a they 
whole, I will AGILE to ſay, (without any dif. 


— 


view, as highly perfective of natural religion. 


: IS 


ty, and in a more perſonal 


yet uſeful and intelligible in the higheſt degre: 
of perfection. It conducts us to our journeys 
end, by the ſhorteſt, plaineſt, ſecureſt path that 
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pad and 5 of frail haman n nature. 


* 
as long as we pleaſe, men are made up of paſſions | 

2 81 as reaſon: reaſon is the guide, 2 paſſions 
N in proportion as they 
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ars the more 


Upon the 


Paragement to un- influenced reaſon and difin- 
Tereſted virtue, ) that the 8 of hops and fear, 
together 4 the effects of them, obedience, 
gratitude, devotion, repentance, will in the end 
_ conduce molt towards carrying us to heaven. 
50 whoever invented this philoſophical 
Kind © Anttnomianiſm which I am nom con- 
futing, (and which if I remember right is as old, 
_ a8 Eprcurus,) did not thoroughly underitand the 
mirt Om of our reaſon and paſſions. He ated 
oly in the cauſe of virtne, if not weakly. 
reſent likewiſe, the perfection of Chriſtia· 
ny in preſcribing « we 5 

wif TO proper to men, 
prog may be looked upon 


ul + 


It 1 urges all moral conſiderations 1 
ſtrongiy and forcihly on our conſciences 
it explains them alſo more clearly, more akin 


applicable manner. 
It iscompendious, and yet methodical: ſublime, 


can be; where the ſteps are not ſtraitenes,, 


* 


w_— Ka adds! new Sons | OO upon Wen . 5 
ons, es it 1 4 nem motzves built upon arg. 
mepts purely epangelical. We are infinitely more 
deſirous to embrace virtue and deſpiſe temporary 
1 when we conſider the eternal reward 

| Hobe.. 5. 9. Jam. 2. 12. 1 Pet. 1. 4. We find 
ancommon improvement in our moral chagacter, 
when we contemplate the life and attidns 0. 


dur bleſſedSaviour. We ate doubly induced to 
| love: and ſerve all mankind, (even our enemies, 5 


when we remember that God freely forgave 
us, and that Chriſt voluntarily died for us. So _ 
that hence ariſes a ſer of Virtues, nem in them 
Lives, or at leaſt taught i in a nem manner, and 
upon a nem principle. I may add alſo ſeyeral 
others, ariſing from the ſame ſource, and built 
upon n the ſame foundation. Such as./e Mg 
charuy,  bumility';/ jr aut patience, 1e 
per for the ſake of religion; and above. * 
ovangMlical rightouſneſe, or « Man perſebtion, 
ein of theſe are the only-yirtiies, that can | 
hapert us under extraordinary misfortunes and 
ins, trying afflictions and perſecutions, | Meer 
zaman reaſon ,. ( fuppofing a deiſt capable of 
exerting it coolly in ache caſes) will afford but 
little 8 in compariſon with the aſſured 
ee || hope, and ſtedfaſt faith of a Chriſtian. Vie 
ys the former, (in his fallen, uncomfortable, diſpi- 
hat || cited fituation) and, according to a Moſt beau- 
here tiful expreſſive picture in 2 of Fob, ix 
_ 5 with him an the ſhaubm of death, nay 
Ie very light ir as darkneſs. Ch. II. a3. View - 
A 4. r and though you. ſee an I weight 


5 laid 


1 for us in heaven. 1 Cor. 2:9: 2 Cor, 4. 17. 5 


| 6. 10. 1 on fs ; . 
1s: it not F AI 8 bes men. WY 
= reject a revelation, attended with ſo many great 
_ - zand fignal adyantages ; ; and which in general, is 

2 much God's free gift and goodneſs to them, as 
ſuperior ſtrength, health, and underſtanding? 
God has thought fit graciouſiy to talk to 
them, and they, vainly, contemptuouſly, un. 
«thankfully diſpute the nature of his voice, and 
the poſſibility of the thing! Of courſe they 
= [render themſelves inexcuſable, in proportion as 
they think lightly of a Religion emumently 8080 
hs and well intended. 13 
From what has been ſaid it follows: Firſt i 18 
. general, That there is and muſt be a real neceſſary | "; N 
mon between reaſon, morality and revelation—- ' 4 
All truab proceeds from one original, which is "I, 
- God: We ſee the properties of truth as clearly "ph 
as the attributes of God; and are as much con- . 
. of the unity of the one as of the other. 3 
For, (except we can ſuppoſe things to be what 
they are not) truth, conſidered as ſuch, muſt 
be uniform and conſiſtent: It muſt have the 
- - Tame properties, the ſame tendency more or leſs; 
It may differ-in degree, or in ſach manner as 
mea differ from the end; But it never can 
differ in nature and quality. At wiſdom is j 
fed of all ber children, fo f 1s e in al . her 
3 8 1 * 
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